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Easter Festival Service 

April 4, 2021 

 

Jesus Lives: To Heal Brokenness. 

 

 

Call to Worship Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain 

Adult Choir setting by Jan Bender 

 

 Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness; 

 God hath brought his people now into joy from sadness. 

 ‘Tis the spring of souls today; Christ hath burst his prison 

 And from three days’ sleep in death as a sun hath risen. 

 

 Now the queen of seasons bright, with the day of splendor, 

 With the royal feast of feasts, comes its joy to render; 

 Comes to gladden Christian men, who with true affection 

 Welcome in unwearied strains Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

 Neither might the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal, 

 Nor the wrappings, nor the stone hold thee as a mortal; 

 But today amidst the Twelve thou didst stand, bestowing 

 Thine own peace, which evermore passeth human knowing. 

 

Opening Hymn Alleluia! Jesus Lives 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 153 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE FOR EASTER 

 

M: Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

M: We celebrate this festival day in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit.  
 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Upon the hill, the cross stands empty. Morning light breaks upon the tomb. 

 

C: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 

M: Within us, new life is awakened. God has given new hope to a dying world. 

 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you conquered death and 

opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, 

may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Because Christ has been raised from the dead, we too will be raised and made whole. 

 

 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  

 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam 

all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 

comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 

Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all 

his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Mark 16:1-8 

Because Jesus rose – just as he said – he made whole our relationship with God. 

 

 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 

spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after 

sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away 

from the entrance of the tomb?”  

 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. As 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 

were alarmed.  

 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 

risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going 

ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ”  

 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to 

anyone, because they were afraid. 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem   Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded 

Adult Choir  by Thomas Keesecker  

 

 Day of delight and beauty unbounded, tell the news, the gospel spread! 

 Day of all wonder, day of all splendor, praise Christ risen from the dead! 

 Sing of the sun from darkness appearing; sing of the seed from barren earth greening; 

 Sing of creation, alleluia! 

 Sing of the streams from Jesus’ side flowing; sing of the saints in water made holy; 

 Sing of salvation, alleluia! Sing alleluia! 

 

 Day of delight and beauty unbounded, tell the news, the gospel spread! 

 Day of all wonder, day of all splendor, praise Christ risen from the dead! 

 Sing now of mourning turned into dancing; sing now the mystery, hope of our glory; 

 Sing with thanksgiving, alleluia! 

 Sing now of fasting turned into feasting; sing the Lord’s favor lasting forever; 

 Sing, all things living, alleluia! Sing alleluia!  
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Hymn of the Day Awake, My Heart, With Gladness 

Christian Worship 156 
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Sermon 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Certain Hope 

 

Response to the Word The Day of Resurrection 

Christian Worship 166 

 

 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Easter 

M: Heavenly Father, you have not forsaken us or left us to our own destruction, but have kept 

your ancient promise to send a Savior. We praise you for his perfect life, his innocent death, 

and his glorious resurrection. 

 

C: Because of your faithfulness to your promises, today is a day of victory!  
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M: Savior Jesus, we praise you for carrying out God’s plan of salvation. Your resurrection is 

undeniable evidence that you have triumphed over sin, death, hell, and the devil. 

 

C: Because of your resurrection, today is a day of victory! 

 

M: Holy Spirit, we praise you that through the gospel you have led us to know and believe that 

Jesus is our risen Savior. Preserve us in faith and raise us to newness of life. 

 

C: Continue to lavish on us the blessings of this day of victory. 

 

M: Triune God, kindle in our hearts a love for all people. Equip us with both the will and the 

words to tell others that Jesus has indeed risen from the grave. 

 

C: Use us to share the message of the empty tomb, so that others too may rejoice in Jesus’ 

Easter victory. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Hear us, O Father, for the sake of him who was the first to rise from the dead and now is alive 

forevermore. 

 

C: Thanks be to you, O God, for giving us the victory through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise and thanks for your glorious resurrection from the dead 

and for the opportunity to once again hear this good news and rejoice in it. Through your death 

our sins were buried with you, but now through your resurrection sin and death are left behind. 

May we live our lives in this resurrection joy, continually putting off the old and striving to 

live a new and holy life which reflects glory to your name, until we also rise and reign with 

you in everlasting joy; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

Christian Worship 157 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude  

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” Text public domain. 

“Alleluia! Jesus Lives” Text and tune public domain. 

“I Know that My Redeemer Lives” Text and tune public domain. 

“Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded” Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“Awake, My Heart, With Gladness” Text and tune public domain. 

 “The Day of Resurrection” Text and tune public domain.  

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” Text and tune public domain. 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Easter 

 

  

M Acts 10:34-43 Luke 24:13-35 

T Acts 13:16a, 26-33 Luke 24:36-47 

W Acts 3:12-20 John 21:1-14 

R Acts 8:26-40 Matthew 28:16-20 

F 1 Peter 3:18-22 John 20:11-18 

S 1 Peter 2:1-10 John 20:1-9 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Lector Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musician Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. Willliam Braun 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The Easter plants which beautify the altar area have been placed by members of the 

congregation. If you purchased a plant and wish to take it home, please pick it up following the 

10:30 a.m. festival service. Altar Guild members will assist you in making sure you receive the 

plant you ordered. 

 

  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 
 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


